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Durga Puja 2007|Schedule
Saturday, October 27t

Puja

6.30 am| Shasthi andgaptami Puja

11.00 am |Childrer@sit and draw competition
11.45 am| Pushpanjali

12.30pm | Lunch

Cultural Program

6.00 pm |Local artists, singers, ayouth program
followed by Bharatanatyam dancé&anjukta
Banerjee

8:30pm | Aarti

8.30pm | Dinner

Sunday, October 28t

Puja

6.30 am| Ashtami, Navami, Dashami, and Kumari
Puja

12.00 pm | Pushpanjali

12.30pm | Lunch

2.00 pm |Conch blowingompetition

3.00 pm | Sindoor Khelanal Dhunuchi Dance

5.00 pm | Laksii Puja

Saturday, November 10 th

Bijoya Dashami
Cultural Program, Get Together and Dinner at Bethany
Lutheran Church at 4200 N 204th St, Elkhorn, NE
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From the Editors

Here isAgomoni2007, nowtvwo yearsdR ® L ¢ 2 dzf R & butaWgErdfice & RItY ¢ S NNA 6 f
not just another Puja magazine, in the crowd of many. It is the symbol of our hope, inspiration

and enthusiasm for this uniqueBengali tradition our very own Durga Puja in Nebraska. We

thank dl youcontributors and readerfor your supportandhelp. This magazine walihot be

possible without your collective good wishes. This yearagainbring you poems, essayand

stories from our very own friends and neighbors. Keeping in mind the youwegesration, we
havearticlesin both English and Bengali. We hope our modest effort is worthy of your
expectations.On behalf othe editorial staff and my family, | wish you all the very best in this

joyous season. May Goddess Durga's blessing be siuwsn you.

Chhanda Bewtra

Six years have passed since | have last been to Kolkata for Durga Pujo. Six years is a-long time

back then Saurav Ganguly was still the captain of the Indian cricket team, spaghetti tops were

still not in fashion, and | vgastill slim! However, our very own Durga Pujo that enters its third

run this year has more than made up for any homesickness that might have lingered on. Ours is
fA1S I WOoINANI LIdz22Q 6KSNB S@OSNEB2YS LAGOKSa Ay
camaraderie to the fullest.

To add to our joy, the fledgling Bengali Association of Nebraska (BANE) is now two years young,

as isAgomonj our very own pujobarshiki that showcases the talents of our members and

friends. To experience the thrill of IS NA Y3 60 dzRRAY 3 LIR2SGaz 4 NAGSNE
1y26y F2NJ &@8SFNBR Aa | 3INBIG FSStAy3a AYyRSSRH !y
GAOK Ada ljdzZtAde 2FFSNAY3I GKAEA @SFENIFYR F2N Y
celebrate our M and may Her blessings be with all of us.

Rita Bhattacharjee Sengupta

Benaali Association of Nebraska



A Message from the President

DearFriends,

Bengali Association of Nebraska (BANE), established last year in 2006, quickly became the strand that
held 50 or so Bengalirfalies living in this area close together. BANE is a place to come together, to share
common beliefs, backgrounds, stories, and dreams and to forge a bond that grows stronger with the years.
We have one real godb create a positive and fun experiencet@ppiness, friendship, and harmony
through our Bengali culture and heritage. Werk with other associations to develop ways to achieve better

synergy, so that we have a united voice while respecting diversity and various cultures at the same time.
The Egcutive Committee of 2007 joins me in wishing you a very happy, prosperous, and progressive

term ahead! Together with your active participation and support, our team aims to make this a very
enjoyable and fruitful year for everyone in the BANE family. &fpam our Cultural and Literary teams
offering a rich, varied experience this year, we will organize 4co@enmunity cultural and sports events and
strive to bring greater involvement of our youth by focusing on their interests. We intend to grow our
membership and engage members in taking part in activities of their interest. Other targeted plans are a
Bangla school for kids and hosting the Bangamela. We intend to survey what the community needs in the
short and long run to help plan our activities and eaa proceed only if a large number of the members are
interested and we are assured of their support.

Now, it is that time of the year again! DurBaja is around the corner! We are planning what to
wear, taking out all the new clothes, making sure ev@ng and everyone is coordinated. A time to see old
friends, catch up with those that are acquaintances, maybe even meet someone that has tie to a family
member back home. It is a time for nostalgia as we celebrate our heritage and culture, and seegblessi
our family members and ourselves fromMaaDug&k S 2y aSi 2F aakKI NI G (FlFfég aAx3
all 5dz2NBIF FyR oNAy3da gA0GK Ad GKS FdzNF 2F FSadAaorde |
YOYOl AKX GKS FTNIGNNNIDS QF2 deBX diyZR >SIKRESLINBaAaSyOS 27F f 2
S INB g2N] Ay3a KI NFRamérgoraMdopeSoryoK A & &SI NRa t dz2l

Now take a moment, step back, and remember that our youth are not as close to realizing what Puja
really is and tk significance it has for all of us. Take a moment and explain what they will see, what they
should experience, how it is important to their lives. Too many times, our youth do not know what to do at
these functions and have no one to ask. They are cuaadsnterested, so teach them. This is a time to
come together as Bengalis as we celebrate through religion, music, song, and dance. Make the connection for
your children, help them get interested. Once they know the meaning of what they are supposedding,
their connection to which they are and where they come from will come alive, so they can carry on our
traditions in the future.
"This festival is also an occasion for society to share its happiness in this festive season with the needy, the
lonely and those in pain... and an opportunity to celebrate the spirit of unity and brotherhood amongst all
our people,"

"May the great festival bring peace, prosperity and happiness in the lives of all",
We would request you all to come and take the blessofddaa Durga and enjoy the celebrations.

Looking forwardo meetingyou all.
With warm regards,
Moli Rapoor

President Bengali Asociation of Nebraska

Benaali Association of Nebraska



A Message from the Cultural Committee Chairperson

Welcome to our grand Durga Puja celebrations of 2007.

BANE is in its second year, yet in such a short time we have showcased our strength from the

cultural standpoint.

| am thankful to my organization for several reasons. | have made new pals and enriched myself
by being associated with various famous peolifethe US poet laureate, Mr. Ted Kser

(while trying to get him as our chief guest for the Rabindra Jayanti festival), Dr. Tomm Roland,
president of Nebraska Percussive Arts Society and Professor of Music at UNO (while trying to
organize the upcomingarod recital on ¥6November) and several local TV personalities.

Rabindra Jayantetebrations this year again wassuccess, and the Picnic this year was well
organized. Thanks to all the EC members, volunteers, and participants. We have included some
pictures of these activities iAgomoniespeciallyfor all those who missed them

¢CKA& @SIFN RdzZNAYy3a (GKS 5dzNBF tdz2l OSt SoNIidAzyas

O2YLISGAGAZ2YE

2y {Fddz2NRIFIe Y2NYAy3 ifgaHowcasm$ R 0 &

the famous dancer Sanjukta Banerjee. We have also arranged for a fashion show from the

OKAf Rk & 2dzii K
O2YLISUAGAZYE

ASOUA2Y dzy RSNJ 6 KS RANBOGAZ2Y 2F a?
gl a | oA3 KAnikhisfydardon SudddyafeFnoos.S RS OA

Amidst the cool autumn breeze, falling leaves and blooming pampas grasses we are all ready to
celebrate Durga Puja in Nebraska with full zest. On this auspicious occasion, | wish to send
everyone best wishes, good heglnd happiness.

¢t2 SYNAOK @2dz2NBEQ YR 20KSNRQ tAFTSsE (G2 €SIFNy 2
0KS a. Sy3alFtAelylé¢ LXSFaS aidSLI F2NBINR (2 aSND
organization. Be eager to volunteer. Be pdao belong.

Chitrita Roy

Chairperson, Bengali Association of Nebraska Cultural Committee

Benaali Association of Nebraska



The Lasting Effects of Nostalgia
Ratna Mukherjee

When | think oDurga Pujamany things come to mind. With the recent passing away of my parents, |

came torealize how many precious moments | got to experience because of them. One of those

memorable times was duringurga Puja Childhood moments go by so fast, but the memories remain

as long as one lives. For nilyrga Pujas a matter of joy and alsoof sl a a ® L QY adzNB | ff
have spent their early days KolkataR dzZNA y3 (KA & GAYS gAff 0SS FofS G2 N
share with you.

Mahalaya2  { Ay 3 dzLJ 4 F2dzNJ Ay GKS Y2NYAy3 (G2 . ANBYRNER
Shorbobhutls & Kdzé¢ A& a2YSUKAYy3a GKFG SOSNER . Sy3arftiA gKz2 KI
remember. Atthe age of fiveli KI 1 Qa | & FI NJ 6¢10sed td chmelhon@lfoytheNB YS Y 6 S NJ
holidays a day before Mahalaya, and the next morning hearing the Mahalayts divanght out every

ounce of excitement in me. It meant many exciting days ahead including getting to spend five days in

College Street (mamarbari) from Shoshti to Bijoya Dashami. The Durga Pratima was brought to my

mamarbari two days before Mahalaya.dad to go there every Shoshti morning.

Shoshtic!/ & L ¢l f 1SR GKNRdAAK (KS O2NNAR2NAR 27F (GKFG | dzl
LatlYOX GKS az2dzyR 2F (KS GRKI1¢ O6RNHz¥a LX @SR 2y
relatives wold come over and soon that place would become a monument of aldagroar. Then the

funbegani¢ KI & yA3IK(G GKSNB dzaSR G2 06S I @SNB 2NHIyAl SR
having some famous local singer or entertainer, my relatives wouldpa play, along with the singing

of songs, recitation and finally we would see a night show of some latest movie. Later that changed to

renting movies which we watched all night once the VCR was introduced. All this took place in the inside
courtyard (4hon). Chairs were rented and a formal stage was built with sari curtains and canvas

partitions.

Shaptami The smell of luchi/kochuri/muri makheoke us up along with water splashed on our face (as

a playful prank). Sleepidg was not an optionand My QG G KAYy 1 GKIFIG 020KSNBR |y
G2RKIF o NEOLYRALFY @SNRAZ2Y 2F o0NMHzyOKUOL ¢l a R2yS>T Y@ (
neighborhood pandals and visit local friends. We had to be back within a little while because after

bathing, wewouR LJdzi 2y 2dzNJ ySg Of 20KSa |yR 3SG NBIRe G2
sacrificenever bothered me then). A couple of hours later, after helping out in the kitchen, (our job was

to extract the peas from the pod, clean the rice and lentils of theiwanted sedimentg & 1 I 1 2 NJ
oFOKFe0x ¢S Fff ALFGKSNBR FT2N) tdzyOKed 9l GAy3 2dzi 27
was a treat in itself. | can still picture my relatives (uncles and aunts) all helping with the serving along

with hired hdp (thakur- just brought in for those days), making sure the kids got to eat first. Later it

would be our turn to help with the serving (passing out limes, salt, and fried potol and begoon) when we
GSNBE R2yS SlLiAy3aod ¢KSy [-ghathddnine eréhing, Weévdild/r@athshe a I RR|
area in our new set of puja clothes. My aunts used to help us with our hair and whatever limited make

dzLJ 6S 6SNB | ftt26SR® h¥F 46S 46Syid G2 NRBIY (GKS ySaA3
othersweet/sd G & ayl Olad 2SS g2dAZ R dzadzaftte O02YS o6F O] K2Y
praying area) and watch the puja, and of course the peopleere used to be a steady flow of people

that came to view the goddess and watch the ceremony every evenig.carried on till late at night

till finally it was time for dinner. But it was on Ashtami night that | still remember the extra late hours we
d0F@SR dzLJ F2NJ daKlIyRKA LlJz2¢d ¢KSNB 41 a4 aoz2fAée (K
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bunch d us kids would fall asleep by the mandap stairs. But as | grew older that night used to be a night
2F GFRRIFE YR GOKFIA£O6AY {Kdz2NAR& 2F O2dzNESO O

Nabami it was the night when we kids and all the older relatives would go to see the puja at College
Square angome of the other famous mandaps. That was amiglht affair and we usually got home by
2 a.m. the next day.

DashamiA day of mixed feelings. The morning ceremomiasati, sindurchoa, and sindur makha! Who

could forget that? Every one would end woking like redpowdered ghosts. But the thought that in a

few hours all these days of fun would soon be ayatways stayed at the back of our minds.

bSOSNIKSt Saazr GKS Fdzy FyR fFdAKIGSNI O2y Ay dzSR GAf
the Ganges) used to be an unforgettable experience. All of us would get in the lorry (Indian term for a

large pickdzLd G NHzO1 0 FyR f2y3 gA0K (GKS GRKIFI{1¢ LXF@Ay3a:
Ganga). Only the guys in the family wouldmo the boat to immerse the goddess in the river. We

would stand in the lorry and watch. After that, on the way back the dancing and fun would begin. Once
AYaARS (KS K2dzaS>z a2YS Y 2biife eRliérs/oOcbuysa) wouid Bo oRiNIA v | A y 3
was time to gather for the closing prayers. The prayers would end with the blessing with holy water
OAKFYGANI 22f0 0SAYy3 &ALINAY(1ESR 2y SIOK 2F dzaad ¢KIF
elders and getting their blessings), we woaht dinner and head for home.

Oh! Whatablastt¢ K2aS FAGBS RIFea YSIFEyld F2NIYS YR LQY adzNB
Bengalis who got to be iKolkataduring that time. These are the memories | have aliutga Pujal

have my parents tohank for letting me have such a wonderful time. | hope you can see why itis a
YFGGSNI 2F 22@ FyR alRySaa F2NIYSed L NBFHffe YArAaa
you.

Benaali Association of Nebraska



Stop to Smell the Roses
Sumit Kar

GCKSNB Ad Iy2 NBAYIZE & AMSO NlhatdasKIGandhia 4 LISSR ¢

So often in life, we feel the pressure to go faster. As a college student, | often feel pressured to finish my
degree and begin a career as soon as possible. At werkll experience the stress of hisg to meet a
deadline. Athletes are always pushed to their limits to be faster at their sport. Such examples are seen in
many aspects of our lives. But by pushing ourselves to go faster, we often miss the finer points of life. By
hurrying through collegel may miss out on enjoying my youth. By spending so much time at the office,
perhaps some of us miss quality time with our children and family. The point is that by speeding through
the journey we call life, we can miss many lifelong memories. So ifasupaced, speedentric world,

A Aa SaaSydiart G2 GF1S GAYS (2 atz2¢ R2eyd . & Gt
through life, we can all lead happier and rejuvenating lives. Sure, sometinsemiportant to go faster

in order to atain the level of success we desire. But, borrowing from the words of Gandhi, there is so
much more to life. You may be asking how it is possible to slow down amidst our demanding lives. The
answer may be simpler than you think.

The fact that our mindsra filled with the sounds of dhaks and Mahalaya can only mean one thing:

Durga Puja is here once again. For Bengalis artlim world, no time is betteto éstop and smell the

NEAS&a¢ GKIY 5dz2NHI tdz2l & ¢KSaS R & & ouWorriddSidrgetdo NI (A 2
about our daily commitments, and spend time with friends and family. Durga Puja is a chance for
everyone to come together, to forget about our stresses, and to simply enjoy in peace. This October, as

we pray to Ma Durga, | encourag@ezyone to experience this harmony. Forget your quarrels and
problems, indulge in delectable food, enjoy the culturaye fun,and relax! It is an opportunity for us to

take a vacation from our frenetiives and revive our mind, body, and soul. Ther¢ vglplenty of time

Ay tTAFS (G2 @g2NNEB FyR 32 FFraGdSNE odzi ¢S Oly Fff 06S
and smell the roses. Happy Durga Puja and Shubo Bijoya to all.

Benaali Association of Nebraska



Bringing up Baby
Rita Bhattacharjee Sengupta

No one sal having a baby is easy! However, through endless trial and error, I've managed to maneuver
through a labyrinth of expert tips from family, friends, and the internet, and am finally enlightened as to
how a baby works.

| SNBQa oKI G LQ@Sbycafel Ny G a2 T+ NJ I o2 dzi
1 Swaddling a newborn is like making a burrito with a hygeive live chicken inside.

f 2KSYy OKFy3Ay3a I RAIFILISNE &2dzQNB | Olidz- tfe& GNBAY3
pee at the same time.

1 Feeding a baby demands precision fimend a strict adherence to the demand and supply policy.
9SSy | YAydziSQa GFNRAyS&aa OFly 0SS KFIT I NR2dza G2

1 Getting a baby to burp immediately after a feeding is like waiting for Mamata Banerjee to go off a
hunger strike.

1 The bravehearts who aike burping a baby several times during the course of a feeding have,
200A2dzat e ySOSNI FGGSYLIWGSR G2 G118 F¥22R 2dzi 27

1 Pinpointing the reason why your little one is screaming his lungs out requires deslgkiils of
Herculean proportions. Hint: Elementary or not, the process of elimination comes handy in such
situations.

1 To bathe a wriggling infant you need to be as agile and-Bareled as Jonty Rhodes.

1 Getting a baby to fall asleep immediately at nighlike Waiting for Godot.

=

Holding your baby for the first time and for each time to conpeiceless!

(Anexcerpt from my blogmysticmargarita.blogspot.com)

X
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Perceptive - Swami Vivekananda and Vedanta from my P erspective
Subhankar Chakraborty

AA L NBIR (K2aS TFlLY2dza tAySa 2F {6t YA A0St ylyRI
(1907), tears welled up in my eyes of their own accord as | imagined the pain Swamiji must have
endured; hungry on the streets of Chicago and of his badutiessage of which | was unaware of for so

long. Here, in this small essay, | will try to touch on the essential aspects dealt with by Swamiji.

Swami Vivekananda said several things, but to me the following lines of his are incomparable in their
depth, nfinite beauty and profoundness

0As long as there is desire or want, it is a sure sign that there is imperfection. A perfect, free being
cannot have desire. God cannot want anything. If He desires, He cannot be God. He will be imgedfect

To reflect onthe profundity of these words, | thought back to my childhood days when | was asked to
refrain from doing something as it would anger God, or conversely do something good as it would make
Him happy. But, Swamiji has put forth such a simple yet oft missgh-tthat God is above desire,
which is why He is God.

Swamiji has also given an extremely ®pening description of what constitutes the Atman and how it

differs from the soul. To understand this in simple terms, we need to understand the fundamental

coy OSLIi GKFd GKSNB Aa 2yfteé 2yS aNBlrf¢ GKAy3a Ay i
everything else that we perceive as real is born out of ignorance of this ultimate reality. This ignorance is
Ottt SR dal &l ¢ ® CdzNI KS N&e compdietrgtheyphysicalibgdyg, thOmindlantdh a Sa
his soul. To distinguish the Atman from the soul, we need to understand a second concept, that of
G{lFYallINBRé 2NJ aOKINF¥OGSNEDP ! OO2NRAY3I G2 {6l YACAZX
ourmindOlF f t SR I {IYaA1FINI® ¢KS adzy Gz2d4Frt 2F ff aryva’
The soul being immortal, it dons one body after another, driven by a force called the Prana. This process
continues relentlessly (resulting in rebirths) unyffi £ € @ X £ f (KS aF2NOSE Aa &L
cycle ends and the Atman gains freedom. According to Swamiji, the force driving the soul, the Prana, is

our Samskara and the reason behind the repeated cycles of birth and death is that the sootastig

ignorant of the reality that it is omnipresent. Until this realization occurs, the Atman which is in the
bondage of ignorance (Maya) thinks that it is stationary and that nature is moving all around it. Once
realization dawns, it realizes the trutthat it is omnipresent and free to travel at will, while nature is

actually still. At this point, the Atman returns back to Brahman (the Ultimate reality) from where it once
originated.

¢KdAs GKS 1GYFYy Ay 062yRI3S 2F YAYR NNFOBY dE DS NX S
released from ignorance, it becomes one with Brahman, the origin of the Atman.

The life of a man is a struggle to return to the Brahman, and in doing so, the soul may take several forms
ranging from plants to animals, e finally donning the human form. Man is considered the most

superior form, since only in this form can the soul free itself.

Swamiji answers a fundamental query which has constantly trouble vy are we born? Swami
+AOS1TFYlFYRIF &l éuapast dedde i ife is kO la biwig $hail, Tonddsting of individual units
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linked to one another. When we come into this world, we bring with us our past deeds and when we go
we carry away with us our present deeds.

L ¢l a | faz2 RSSLI &tacklingliieBuesiich Bf wbether fnanldesde@dgddram animals.

GLT ¢S O6KdzY¥kyao KF@S | az2dAZ X a2z R2 (KSe
G2NERS UGKIFIY FTYAYlFfaédo ¢Kdzaxz YSy a2YSiAvYSatomdKI @S f
the Divine this is the message from the great yogi.

Swamiji also has a word for those who want to sit and wait for the ultimate freedom to dawn on them
He says that although it is true, that no being on this earth will proceed to destructionthah@ach
one of us will ultimately be freed, struggling to reach that ultimate realization will take us there faster.

{2 6KIG A& GKS 3JdZARAY3I LINAYOALX S 2F ! ROFAGI +SRI
What then constitutes the umal? Swamiji says, that the luxuries that we enjoy, the material pleasures

that we seek every day are the unreal. But then one maywakk should | give up these comforts when

they are giving me happiness? To this, Swami Vivekananda says that thesey ptebdlures are

repetitive, i.e. we enjoyed the same pleasures earlier too and we are doing so today. Thus, life after life

we have enjoyed the same thingsirth, food and death. Some are contented with these enjoyments,
GKAES (K2aS 4K2SME yHA VIR ®@AI2E NI K3&EK Syea2z2evySyida I NE
road.

' FGSNI NBIFRAY3 {4 YA2AQa RA&O02dzZNAS>E L FTSStf RAFFSNB
compared to a man who was blind all his life until an operation restdis eyesight. Most of all, |

realize that had | understood these ideals at a much younger age, | might have had a chance to build
0SGGSNI aFY&A1IFINI&ad L FSSt (GKS OGKANBGE F2NJ NBFfATFC
bus station inDes Moines all | could do was to silently acknowledge him in my mind. Mother India and

we are all fortunate to have this great yogi born amidst us.

X
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Lessons from Nature - Summer of 2007
Chitrita Roy

Do you know about swallowdhey are rebly interesting birds with 90 species

distributed throughout the world absent only from the Polar Regions, oceanic

islands and New Zealanthe well known barnvgallows are distributed

throughout the globe, breeding in North America, Europe, China, Jaghn a

wintering in Central and South America, Southern Africa, India and Southeast .

In late summerthe North American barnngallows gather in large flocks and

migrate to Central and South America as far south as Argentinaanidiiews have

long wings ad streamlined bodies. The barn swallows are the only swallows with a long forked tail,
iridescent cobalt blue back and a burnt orange colored chest. They are really beautiful when you watch
them up close. Although they are songbirds, their vocalizatiorsists of simple twittering.

This summera pair of barn swallows decided to build a nest on the culvert above our entrance door. |

knew a little bit about them; for exampléhey have adapted to using man made structures for their

nestsite. Sothistiméd & Aa Y& K2dzaS® Ly NBIt SadladsS A4 A& |02
think, insects being their primary food, my garden pond with its own fauna of various insects might have

given them the preference. At firdhere was a small speck, whiappeared like mud. It looked dirty

but | waited to see what would become of the small mound of mud rather than wash it away with a

garden hose. Something inside me said that if | waited and watched | would be rewarded.

G4/ K2234S | 220 BfdzySPSBEKI PR &2 dz@Bahibdus I R & Ay &2 dzN.

It seemed that the swallows loved their tedious work of nest building. What looked like a small speck of
mud grew by a few layers every day. My love for gardening along with my newfound interest of
watching this growing nest drew me out into my garden even in the late evening hours.

Day by daythe nest took its conical from. The busy swallows would swoop and soar gracefully
sometimes flying quite low perhaps to shoo me away. The males are knovigorowsly defend their
small nest from intruders like me even though | was just watching. Aknmw, theyhave little fear of
human being.

Then one dayl found three tiny faces of baby swallows peeping from the nest all at once. | took out my
camera ad took some pictures of the baby birds. The swallows would skim the pond surface and fetch
insects and deposit them in the widely opened mouth of the young birds that seemed always hungry.

For the next several dayisfound lots of bird excreta near mgoht door, which | faithfully washed away
daily with my garden hose. One day | saw the backs of the birds all projected out simultaneously from
» the nest. What was going on?

Now | really needed to learn more about these birds. So | took out my
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and started reading about the swallows. Yes, they do build their nest

primarily by mud brought back by their tiny beaks. They like to make

the inside of the nest soft by placing several white feathieside.

~ They are very particular about this color and they like the white

¥ feathers so much that they can beax®d to pick one up from any
LISNBE2Y Q& KFEYyR® ¢KSe& fA1S (G2 1SSL) K.
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found all their backs pointing out of the nedt@ne time! How disciplined! But, | never thought that my
front porch would ever be considered as a dumping place, alas!

As days passed by, the baby birds grew in size. It appeared that they had a voappietite. The adult
swallows worked relentlesgfeeding them tiny insects and continuptbtectingthem from intruders
like me.
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Then the time came for the young birds to fly. Their wings were wedkespcould only fiyidown couple

of feet to the windowsill. Many adult swallows started flying around thealey birds as if to encourage
themto fly. Asifthey sajdt R2 y Qi 06 S | F NI hoR | fixé2 aaking katyhesk &dultisiialows: S S
made mewonder about their relationship witthese little birds.Some sorrow crept in my heart. Once

they fly off they will be goné&rever.
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The baby birds sat on the windowsill for sealdtours. | would come p—m
back often but stilfind them sitting at the same place; all three side=—
by side. lwas a windy day. Their feathers would fly and their bodie
would sway in tke wind but no movement at allsaf theywere glued
to the place. Then anday they were gone. Was sad to miss #m

own.
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Stephanie Luetkehans.
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Sure it took a long time for the swallows to seléhe site, build their nest, lay their egdmtchthem,
rear them up slowly and finally give them courage to fly on their Qquhthe end thewhole cycle was
completed.

Unlike humas, swvallows have no immediate interest in an old house; none was ttwefig it. We took
a ladder and gently brought the nest down and examined it closely. The nesliceasd strong made
of mud and grass. How accurate was the description of the soft idatiber bed inside! There was an
unhatched egg inside; one unfortate little one did not geto see theworld or feel the freedom of
flying. We decided to frame the nedthose swallows have alreadarted their migration to warmer
regions perhaps in Soutlmerica but | know that they wiltkome back again next ye&tudies have
shown that inspring trey do return year after year tihe same nest or nest site to build a new one or
rebuild their previous ones. | will eagerly wddr the next spring for their arrival. Will treame birds

come baclor will it be their pungster2 NJ 2 G KSNJ Fl YAf & YSYOoSNY ™~ = =~ "~
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are a leaderJohn Quincy Adams. \y

Those tiny birds were leaders in their own right. This was a memorable associatigrifef \r

with these barn swallows this summeone that will continue to give me hope and

inspiration.
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Eme ‘Boy Who Caled Varmpire

Once n o Fre 1hee  wos a boy W aws
-56\1&“&2 Vm'\p%re_” Oree h& Wos NQ\\Q\\’E m\Z& aVam P’zre\.s
Wmped outFrom The bushes, the Mampire chased him He.
S( Yeamed “Vam p'\rg\/amp»fe,” bUf No one. be\ievsd \(\im
EHe Yo and Yan and +he \&mpi/‘e Ian O\HM \(\Im.

! The ﬁc\np\a\fram the Jown saw the \émp] fe. C\ﬂasirj
e h)f e Vo yf:!f e 500w JY\(\P- \?3\\4 ana Yan O\wo.t.j.
"The \ampire. Yan jn dne bush

| The pCOp\P_ from  Yhe Yown }ﬂe\p&l WM Make
o mp“\e\i mode o vl ard  covered 1+ with bishe
The Nampire came agoif and chased The ooy
"i\«e \bpire fel\ ko Yhe vap and ur nedinte
dugt,
The \DO\;‘ \e@ﬁ\ﬁo\ klj \@SSOY\./\\G@. P20 \@(:rom the
Yown we e, ‘/\aPP\f.T\(\]S MEo\S we b\r\o\)\» nor

ek peof\(i and Sang lv\rx'nr\c75 Yt afe notiive.
THE  END
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